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No Grapevine Next Week - Happy Thanksgiving!

By Jeanette Barreiro

Literacy Instructional Coach

The Daviess County Public Schools district 

hosted an ELA training session on Nov. 8 to work

with English/Language Arts

teachers from kindergarten

through grade 12 on how our

instruction changed with the

implementation of the 

Common Core standards in

2010. This training was

offered to teachers who

have joined our district since

the training was previously 

offered.

The main goal was to get

teachers to understand how the Reading, Writing,

Speaking/Listening and Language standards

work together to engage students in complex

texts, academic conversations grounded in 

evidence from texts, and build knowledge about

the world through these avenues. During this

training, teachers spent time discussing the 

importance of students reading complex texts that

are paired together strategically to help build

background knowledge about a major topic. 

Ultimately, the goal is to “level the playing field”

for students who have less experience with a

topic than others by reading connected texts

within the classroom to create the schema

needed. 

Our hope is that this will impact our students 

because it provides teachers a method for 

planning units focused around essential 

questions, which will grow students’ background

knowledge, vocabulary and thinking abilities.

Jeanette Barreiro

Dr. Angela Gunter, standing, listens as DCPS teachers sort various

texts based on complexity during a recent ELA training. See next

page for more photographs from this event.



English/Language Arts Training

Above and below: ELA training participants sort texts by

complexity.

Southern Oaks Elementary School teachers work to 

identify Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary words. 

Above and bottom left: DCPS staff members participating

in English/Language Arts shift training engaged in 

discussions about strategies to increase students’ depth

of knowledge.

Send News & Photos to

grapevine@dcps.org



Taking Science to the Next Generation

Stefanie Skimehorn is working to implement Next 

Generation Science Standards in her classroom at Daviess

County High School. NGSS is a different approach to

teaching science, and Stefanie, pictured at left in the photo

above, is among our DCPS teachers who have 

embraced the excitement. 

“NGSS focuses on the ‘how and why’ of science,” she

said. “It is an exploration of thinking scientifically instead

of being taught scientific facts. My goal is to increase

higher level thinking in all content areas.”

Stefanie said her students have responded positively to the

new concept, which included a recent evolution project

that she created from scratch, building on knowledge her

students have already learned. “It is intended to be a 

cumulative assessment of student understanding and

growth,” Stefanie said. “The students were asked to pick a

species they would like to help evolve, select a scientist

they would like to pattern their evolutionary process after,

a natural event that prompted this evolution, describe the

environmental impact of their natural event, and create

their newly evolved species using any medium they feel

comfortable with.”

Among the responses she heard from students: “You mean

I can create anything, as long as I can support it?”

Stefanie said her students rose to the challenge! “The 

students have come up with incredible animals!” she said.

“Many made stuffed animals, but we also have cardboard

turtles that can swim faster than boats, styrofoam ants and

octopuses that have become apex predators, 3-D printed

bears with flippers so they can survive global warming,

crabs made out of putty, sloths made out of clay, the most

beautiful sheep drawn with chalk, and a penguin made out

of aluminum foil that has its own Twitter meme.”

Stefanie made it a priority to help kids unleash their 

creativity. “I gave the students no parameters on the

medium they selected to best represent their new species,”

she said. “I wanted them to showcase their talents ...

and they have!”

Are you or a colleague doing

something new, interesting, exciting?

Let us know!

Send information

and photos to

grapevine@dcps.org

DCPS educators honored by ADK
Therese Payne (Daviess County High School),

Kendra Bronsink (Apollo High School), 

Sara Appleby (Daviess County Middle School),

Diane Beumel (Burns Middle School), Kristy

Brackin (Meadow Lands Elementary School)

and Stacy Harper (Country Heights Elementary

School) were recognized by Alpha Delta Kappa

International Sorority on Nov. 9 for their 

outstanding contributions to the field of 

education in our community and state. 

These honoress representing Daviess County

Public Schools district were awarded 

certificates of achievement during the program.



Foundation to join #GivingTuesday
You know how it goes ... Thanksgiving ... Black Friday ...

Cyber Monday ... Giving Tuesday.

#KidsFirstGivingTuesday on 

Nov. 28 is your opportunity to participate with your com-

munity to give to those in need! 

Donations may be made:

1. Through DCPS payroll deduction (email Julia Hobbs at 

Central Office – Julia.Hobbs@ daviess.kyschools.us )

2. Online www.FoundationForDCPS.WeShareOnline.org 

— #KidsFirstGivingTuesday

3. Mail check to: Foundation for DCPS

Attention #KidsFirstGivingTuesday (include school 

name if applicable)

c/o Becky Whitehead, CPA, 

Treasurer

P.O. Box 21510 

Owensboro, KY  42304

4. Send your donation to any 

DCPS school or Central 

Office in an envelope labeled:

Foundation for DCPS 

#KidsFirstGivingTuesday 

(School name if applicable)

To keep up with our #KidsFirst-

GivingTuesday fundraising totals

on Nov. 28:

n “Like” and “Share” the Foundation for DCPS Facebook 
Page 

n Follow us on Twitter @FDCPS 

Vicki Quisenberry

Putting ‘Kids First’ Right Out Front!
Superintendent Matt Robbins

and administrative assistant

Dana Boarman are pictured

with a new sign that has been

installed at the DCPS Central

Office! 

The “Kids First” message 

reminds our community about

our district’s most important

priority.

Recognize a 

“Kids First” colleague!

Send information and 

photograph of a 

DCPS staff member who

puts Kids First 

in everything they do to

kidsfirst@dcps.org



Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided

by David Shutt, DCPS director of

facilities and plant operations. 

His staff remains committed to

ensuring safe, comfortable and

attractive environments for 

teaching and learning.

Apollo High School renovation

HRG Engineering is scheduled to

complete the topographical and

boundary survey of the north end

of the campus next week after a

technical delay.  RBS Design will use this data to 

determine the project layout.

Roofing Projects

Roofing work at Daviess County High School is 

complete.

2018 Summer Projects

Secure Entries Phase II

Schematic design development is in progress and this

project is scheduled to go out for bid in February 2018.

The maintenance staff is currently exploring options for

installation of powered intercom call stations to the 

recently completed secure entries.

The remaining summer project list will be sent to the

Board of Education for consideration at the November

meeting.

David Shutt

Above – HVAC technician Brad Hill won the 2017 

Maintenance Department Chili Cook Off. Brad is a repeat

winner, having also won in 2016. Volunteers from the

Transportation Department served as judges in a blind

taste test. The contest is part of an annual employee 

celebration luncheon that recognizes the outstanding work

done by our DCPS Maintenance Department throughout

the year.

Left – David Fuqua is pictured as he builds a shelving

unit for Whitesville Elementary School. Our entire 

Maintenance Department team is always ready to support

our teachers and district staff members. 

The Most Important

Thing We Build

Is the Future

of a Child



Thoughts While Walking Through
By Jimmy Lyddane

Director of Elementary Schools

Last week, as I walked into several 

classrooms, I experienced what felt like those

Facebook Memories Flashbacks, and it made

me realize it’s a good time for all of us to 

remember and once again think about one of

the most powerful learning experiences we can

plan for our students. Many of you have 

already heard my views on this and share in

my belief. 

I visited four classrooms where the teachers and students

were fully engaged together in an interactive read-aloud.

It reminded me of my learning experience I had at a

Leading the Core meeting several years ago. One of the

many highlights of the learning experience was listening

to a panel discussion with David Liben, who is the senior

content specialist of the Literacy and English Language

Arts team at Student Achievement Partners. One of the

topics he discussed with great passion was the power and

importance of the read-aloud for our students. He 

discussed the opportunity it provided for introducing 

students to complex text and deep thinking. He discussed

how powerful read-alouds offer opportunities to plan

quality sequenced text-dependent questions to develop

comprehension and build knowledge, for improving 

listening skills, and an opportunity to introduce students to

high levels of vocabulary. I understand that time is not a

luxury that we have in the school day, but what I strongly

believe is that we can’t afford to miss out on this powerful

teaching opportunity that broadens student understanding

of themselves, others, and the world, increases 

vocabulary, and helps to develop the vital second 

language that is found only in books. 

When we read aloud, we create a model for children of

what readers look like, how they make sense of text, and

how reading is as important to us as eating and breathing.

Hearing text read aloud is all it takes to shift some of our

students from being people who can read to people who

want and love to read.

Because our students’ listening levels are typically two

years higher than their reading levels, reading aloud is an

important part of increasing their reading levels. When the

text selected for read-aloud time has students listening up

two grade levels, teachers become the medium for 

exposing those students to more mature vocabulary, more

complex literary text, and more sophisticated sentence

structures than they would be finding in the grade-level

texts they could navigate on their own. 

Reading aloud is an important part of 

accelerating student achievement. 

If we want our readers to grow, we must read

to them, and we must read to them well. It

isn’t just a practice with a strong research

base, but one that is enjoyable and richly 

rewarding for both our audiences and 

ourselves.

The point is that reading aloud is magic. 

So no matter how busy we are, no matter what

classroom pressures and time constraints we face, we

must make reading aloud to our students one of our 

priorities. It has the power to turn ordinary children into

book lovers. It is so magical, in fact that our students may

still want to hear us read years after they have left our

classrooms.

Click HERE or the link below to review some of the 

resources available from Achieve the Core regarding their

Read Aloud Project. Its focus is K-2, but there are so

many great resources out there to build upon creating

amazing read alouds in all grade levels. 

http://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-

lessons?filter_cat=788

Thanks to everyone for all you do for our kids! We are all

very blessed to be part of such a dynamic team at DCPS! 

Jimmy Lyddane

https://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons?filter_cat=788


News from DCPS Personnel & Human Services 
By Courtney Payne

DCPS Human Resources Manager

Substitute Update
Cold and flu season is upon us! No one wants to be under

the weather, but if you find yourself having to miss school

due to illness, here’s what you can do to help the district

help you and your students!

Finding a substitute is not always

easy. The district uses a system

called AESOP to automatically

fill vacancies that require a 

substitute. You may have already

known that, but what you may not

know is that you can set up your

“Favorite Five” in AESOP before

an absence occurs. Your Favorite

Five is a set of up to five 

substitute teachers or instructional assistants who are your

go-to subs. When you have your Favorite Five set up 

in AESOP, the system will automatically notify those 

individuals as soon as you enter your absence. This means

there is a better chance of your vacancy being filled. 

The added perk: You know who is covering your absence

early.

Here’s how to enter your “Favorite Five” subs:

n Log into AESOP

n Click the “Account” tab (top)

n Click “Preferred Subs” (left)

n Click “Add Substitute” (green)

n Select your preferred substitutes (“Favorite Five”)

What else can you do to help? Set your substitute and

your students up for success by leaving clear and detailed

instructions for the day.

Substitute Openings
Do you know someone who wants to join the DCPS team

as a substitute? We have a variety of substitute positions

available, including openings for substitute teachers and

substitute instructional assistants. If you know someone

who would like to apply or you have someone in mind

that you would like to use as a substitute anytime 

throughout the remainder of the school year, this is their

chance! 

Job postings for Substitute Teacher and Substitute 

Instructional Assistant will open on Monday, Nov. 20, 

to begin accepting applications. This is likely the last 

opportunity to apply for this school year, so encourage

anyone who is interested to apply now. 

To apply, simply click HERE or go to www.dcps.org and

click on the “Employment” heading under Quick Links on

the lower left-hand side of the homepage.

Courtney Payne

https://daviess.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx


Resource Teacher Training

The DCPS Office of Teaching and Learning and the Department of Special Education hosted a training session on 

Nov. 10 for elementary resource teachers, aimed at developing and increasing depth of strategies and skills for 

supporting students with autism and other complex needs. 

Over Your Head Balloons
Students in Jennifer Martin’s special

services class at Apollo High School

are learning real-life skills while 

operating their own business. 

“Over Your Head Balloons” sells

Mylar and latex balloons in a variety

of styles. Students learn how to 

manage money, organize orders,

keep track of inventory and other

practical skills while brightening the

lives of others with their colorful

balloons.

To order balloons or for more 

information, contact Jennifer at 

270-852-7100 or by email at Jennifer.martin@daviess.kyschools.us  

Latex balloons are 50 cents each or $1 for balloons treated with Hi-Float,

which extends the “float life” of the helium balloons. Mylar balloons are

$2.50 each and are available in a variety of designs and messages, in-

cluding special occasions such as birthday, thank you, get well soon and

holidays. Candy and candy bags are also available. Balloons may be

picked up at the school office between 2 and 3 p.m. weekdays.

All proceeds are used to buy materials for the special services class at

Apollo High School.

Reminder: Balloons may not be sent through the courier or taken on

school buses. 

Pirate Christmas
Christmas is 

approaching, and

the elves are 

exhausted and

tired of the cold.

A few days of

R&R in the

warm island sun

is just what they

need – collecting

seashells, snorkeling, building sand castles, 

catching a wave behind that huge pirate

ship ... What? Pirates?!? Arrrr! 

Ahoy, mates! Get ready for one mighty 

adventure when the legendary White Beard

(aka Santa) and the elves teach a salty crew

of colorful scallywags all about true 

treasure.

“A Pirate Christmas” will be presented by

the Eagle Family Performers at 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 5, in the Apollo High

School auditorium. Everyone is invited to

enjoy an evening of fun with a great cast of

special services students and AHS choir. 

For more information, contact Millie

Roberts at Apollo High School. 



Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

These weekly wellness reminders are brought to you by

the DCPS Food Services Department. We care about

you! Learn more at www.healthymonday.org 

Pantherettes to host

Christmas Bazaar
The Daviess County High School 

Pantherettes dance team is hosting a

Christmas Bazaar from 9 a.m. to 6

p.m. Saturday, Nov. 18, in the school

gym. Admission is $2 per person; 

children age 12 and younger admitted

free.

Handmade crafts, woodworking and homemade goodies

will be among the many items available for purchase.

Concessions will also be available. Everyone is invited to

mark their calendar and begin the holiday shopping 

season at this event! 

Booth rental is also available. Cost is $35 for a 10-by-10-

foot space; add $10 for access to electrical outlet. Tables

are also available for $5 each. Set-up will begin at 6 a.m.

with spaces allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.

Deadline to reserve booth space is Wednesday, Nov. 15.

All proceeds will go toward fees for the Pantherettes to

compete at regional and state competitions. 

Contact Debbie Connor at debdacoach@gmail.com or 

Windy Smith at winniereesmith@aol.com or

270-925-1648.

@DCPSKidsFirst 
Follow @DCPSKidsFirst and feel

free to retweet news and information

about our district.

DCPS Supt. Matt Robbins also has 

an account with education-related 

observations @DCPSSuper and our

Personnel Department posts job 

opportunities @DCPSEdJobs

Don’t forget to like and follow our

district Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/DaviessCounty-

PublicSchools

It is important for our district and schools to continue 

exploring opportunities to reach out to our families and

community with positive news about the great things we

are doing on behalf of students.

Everyone is encouraged to share information with your

building’s social media managers to ensure that our 

websites, Facebook pages and Twitter accounts represent

our schools in the best possible manner. 

No Grapevine

Next Week
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